
students to help with the 

grade ten course selection. 
 
Finally, in the last week of 
classes we determined that 
it is possible for the grade 

nine band students to  
participate in MusicFest 
Canada in Ottawa. Mme 

Helmer and the band  
students are very excited 
about this adventure. Thank 
you Mme Helmer, for your 
countless hours in planning 

a fun, educational trip.   
 
Thank you to volunteers, 
parents and students alike.  
I truly believe that we have a 
strong school community at 
Viscount. I am thankful for 
all those who are giving their 
time freely.  Because of your 
help, we have been able to 

start new initiatives and  
continue to improve existing 

programs. 
 
Before we know it, the 

school year will be done.  
  
  
Julien Allard 
Principal 

Dear parents and guardians: 
  
Can you believe it?  Already 4 
months behind us. 2010 came 
upon us like a thief in the 

night. 
 
Looking back on 2009 we can 
anticipate some big changes 
for 2010. This year will begin 
the retrofitting of the building. 
The Public Finance School 

Board will be financing a  
major overhaul of the building. 
Over 5 million dollars will be 
spent on Viscount  in the next 

two years.  Architects,  
engineers contractors and the 
Pembinatrails Building and 
Grounds Departement have 
already spent a considerable 
amount of time inspecting, 
dreaming and drawing our 
new facility. A drawing of the 
new building will be posted in 
the grade nine hallway this 

January.  
There is a major staff change 
this month. We wish Mme 
Davies the best of luck with 
the birth of her first child. Her 
expected due date is January 

15th. The entire Viscount  
family is anticipating this 
moment. Mme Davies will be 
missed but is returning in 
January of 2011. Mr Damien 

Beaudoin will be assuming 
her responsibilities till the 

end of the year.  
Welcome Mr. Beaudoin. 
 
Again this year, “Concours 

d’art oratoire” will be  
starting in the New Year.  
Grade 8 students will follow 
a debate format while the 

grades 5, 6, 7 and 9  
students will participate in 
the more traditional way.  
The report cards will be 
going home near the end 
of January.  Basketball 
season has already 
started. Good luck to our 

teams.  
 
The New Year brings some 
new exciting initiatives to 
Viscount. Some parents 
have volunteered to host 
lunch time clubs such as 
drama, variety of board 
games, scrapbooking and 
Animals from Around the 
World. These parents will 
be making presentations in 

the first week of school.  
 
At the end of January and 

the beginning of February,  
representatives form  
Vincent Massey will be  
visiting the grade nine  
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JANUARY 2010 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 

3 4 
First day 
back to 
school 

5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 14 15 
Admin-Day 
No Classes 

16 

17 18 19 20 21 22 
Report Cards 
come home 

23 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

31       

Upcoming Dates to Remember: 
 
Feb. 12—PD Day—No Classes 
Feb. 15—Louis Riel Day—No Classes 
 

Parents:  Please ensure that you are sending  the  
necessary utensils, condiments and anything else 
your child may need for his or her lunch.  The 
school will no longer provide these items. 
 
Thank you for your understanding. 



As we begin a new decade, grade 9 Band 
students at Viscount will begin preparing 
for something we have never done  
before! The grade 9 Band will travel to 
Ottawa in May to participate in  
MusicFest Canada, the National level of 
the Optimist Band Festival. Thank you to 
everyone who has supported our fund-
raisers so far. We have made over $2,000 
to put towards our trip, but more events 
are planned for the coming months. 
Please watch for  
further details. This is 
an exciting opportu-
nity for our students 
as they represent our 
school on a National 
stage! 
 The Viscount  
Alexander Winter 
Concert, which took 
place on December 
10, was well attended and all four Bands 
and the Choir did an excellent job of 
showing off their skills to parents and 
friends. Thank you for taking time out of 
your busy schedules to support your 
children’s learning, and the program as a 
whole. We appreciate being able to share 
our music with the community. 
 Some of our grade 9 students also  
provided entertainment for Starbucks 
customers at their customer  
appreciation day on Saturday, December 
12. I think we all had a lot of fun, and I 
know that our efforts were appreciated. 

From my perspective, I love it when 
students have achieved such a high 
level of ability that they can offer an 
entertaining experience to strangers, as 
well as family! 
  The annual Manitoba Band  
Association Solo/Ensemble Festival will 
take place this year on January 15.  
Individuals and groups from all three 
levels of Band will be participating once 
again this year. 

 All grade 8 and 9 
Band parents should 
have received a  
letter concerning 
this year’s Optimist 
Band Festival. Grade 
8’s will perform on 
Tuesday, February 23 
and 9’s on February 
26.  The Jazz Band 
will compete for the 

first time this year, on March 5. As 
there are transportation issues, I have 
asked that forms be returned to school 
as soon as possible. Please check the 
bottom of the backpack if you have not 
yet received this information, or email 
me and I will forward you an electronic 
copy. 
  That’s all for now! Thank you for your 
continued support. 
 
Virginia Helmer 
Band Director 
Ecole Viscount Alexander 
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Music News 
 

Congratulations to the grade 5 and 6 stu-
dents for their hard work in preparing a 
successful musical! Décembre Autour Du 
Monde was a hit! Thank-you to parents, 

students and teachers for all of your help! 
 

Sincerely, Mme. S Davis 
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Art Exhibitions  

Grade 5 and 6 Art Students 

It has been an exciting fall in the art 
room. The students have produced a 
lot of interesting and beautiful art. They 
had opportunity to pick their own work 
to showcase in an art display in the  
library during their winter concert. It 
was a success. 
 
Grade 7,8,9 Art Students 
 
These students will have a separate 
art exhibition that will take place near 
the end of the school year so we will 
have a lot to display. It will showcase 
the work that the students have done 
throughout the year. A date will be  
announced about a month in advance 
of the exhibit. Plans are in the works 
for an art symposium that will consist 
of workshops and field trips prior to the 
exhibition. 
 

 

Artists in the Schools 
 
Gerald Laroche,  a well-known  
Canadian artist and musician was 
our “artist in residence” at Ecole  
Viscount Alexander for the week of 
Dec. 7 to 10. The grade 7, 8, and 9 
students were involved in intensive 
workshops in making comic strips for 
double periods every day. He will 
come for a last visit. We are hoping 
to publish a comic book at the end. 
Have a look at this artist’s website at 
http://www.geraldlaroche.com/
home.html  
 
In the Spirit of Humanity  
Workshop 
 
The grade 7,8, and 9 art students will 
participate in a workshop and  
presentation by artists: Manju 
Lodha, Isam Aboud and Ray Dirks 
from the Mennonite Central  
Heritage Gallery on Tuesday,  
January 12, 2010. 
“The general goal of the project is to 
promote respect for all humanity,  
taking small steps, and through the 
power of understanding develop  
respect for and acceptance of  
socio-cultural differences.” 
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Art Room Wish List 
 
Electric mixers 
Blenders  
Irons 
Newspaper 
empty toilet paper rolls  
cardboard rolls of any kind  
yarn, yarn, yarn - any kind or color  
Fabric  
Stamps or anything that can be used to make impressions in clay  
Wallpaper books  
Plastic dishes with lids (butter/margarine – Cool Whip)  
Pringles cans  
Coffee cans with lids  
Zip-lock storage bags  
Aluminum foil 
paper towel rolls 
Wood scraps – interesting shapes – small wood scraps 
Plexiglas (any sizes) 
Cardboard tubes, 
Beads 
Ribbons 
pliers - any kind  
hand tools (hammers, screw drivers) 
old calendars with neat pictures 
fascinating still life stuff - hats, shoes, teddy bears, tools old bones and animal skulls  
old coffee table art books  
sea shells 
old animal books 
old jewelry 
old kitchen utensils 
Clay press, a pottery wheel, and a metallic wall (well...if you don't ask...?) 
books from hair stylists (full frontal faces and facial features) 
odd saucers, cups, bottles, glasses for still life drawings 
old silk flowers 
old vases 
old boots 
craft materials for the craft centre 
men’s shirts with buttons that can be used as smocks for painting etc. 
store manikins old solid colored bed sheets 
"how to" art books for our classroom library 
anything you have ...we can probably find a use for 
**If there is a remote possibility we can do something with it, then send it...we are VERY 
creative.  
If we can't use it, we'll either find someone who c an or we will toss it lovingly.  
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The Little Years School is  
located within three classrooms of 
Ralph  
Maybank Elementary School at 20 
Donnelly Street in Fort Garry. The 
two day/week program for 3 year 
olds runs on Tuesday and Thursday 
mornings or afternoons at a cost of 
$75/month. The three day/week pro-
gram for 4 year olds runs on Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday mornings or 
afternoons at a cost of $112/month. 
Due to family relocations, January 
openings are available in most pro-
grams. Morning class times are from 
8:50 am to 11:20 am and our after-
noon class times are from 12:45 pm 
to 3:15 pm.  Our dedicated teachers 
and well equipped classrooms pro-
vide quality preschool education in a 
safe, fun and stimulating atmos-
phere. All teachers have a minimum 
of ECE II accreditation. Our Director is 
an Early Childhood Educator III, with 
a Bachelor of Education Degree. Chil-
dren participate in free play, printing 
practice, crafts, music and move-
ment, learning circles and story time. 
A large school gymnasium is available 
which enhances our physical educa-
tion program. Each child brings their 
own healthy snack.  The school will 
begin accepting registration for the 
2010-2011 school year at the annual 
Open House scheduled for Wednes-
day, February 10th at 6:30pm to 
8:00pm. For more information on the 
school and to start the application 
process please contact Olga Wiebe, 
Director, at 489-0303 or at  
littleyearsschool@yahoo.ca or visit 
the website at 
www.littleyearsschool.com. 

Community News 

Richmond King’s Nursery School will 
be accepting registrations for the 
Fall 2010/2011 School year.  An 

Open House for new registrants will 
be held on January 27, 2010 from 
6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. Spaces are 

limited. 
(Registration for Alumni will be held 

on January 16th, 2010).   
Located at 933 Summerside Ave.  

For more info, please call RKNS at 
275-6239, or Email rkns@live.ca. 

 Public Service Announcement  
 

Snow Trek – 1 st Annual Winter in motion  
 
Discover the real potential of Winnipeg's winter by participating in the first an-
nual "Snow Trek - Winter in motion".  
 
It promises be a fun-filled afternoon for the whole family to get outside for some 
cross-country skiing, snowshoeing, skating, tobogganing and walking.  
 
No Experience, No Problem! We are offering FREE cross-country ski instruction 
and snowshoe guided hikes. No Equipment, No Problem! We will have a limited 
supply of FREE cross-country skis & snowshoes for you to use (ID required) at 
all four locations.  Too Young, Too Old! No such thing...Everybody Welcome!  
 
Come out and explore over 50 km of groomed cross-country-ski trails and win-
ter walkways available in Winnipeg - from The Forks to Assiniboine Park and 
out to Fort Whyte Alive!  
        
Join us Sunday, January 17, 2010, from 12:30 – 3:30pm  at any of our four 
locations: Assiniboine Park Duck Pond, Bourkevale Community Centre, Fort 
Whyte Alive, or The Forks. 
 
Admission is FREE and registration is NOT required. 
 
For more information and a detailed schedule contact Winnipeg in motion at 
940-3648 or www.winnipeginmotion.ca.  
 
Snow Trek - Winter in motion is a community event put 
on by the Assiniboine South in motion Committee and 
community partners - Thank you! 



 
 

HELP US PROMOTE LITERACY AT ÉCOLE VISCOUNT 
ALEXANDER! 

 
The resource team is looking for some parent volunteers to help us with our school-

wide literacy program.  Duties could include various tasks such as leveling books, typ-
ing texts to be used in reading programs and reading with students in English (or 

French if possible!).  Schedules and  
duties would be flexible and we would work around when you are available and what 

your  
interests are.  Some tasks could even be completed at home if that's what interests 

you!  Please contact Mme Wieringa (kwieringa@pembinatrails.ca or extension 5729) if 
you are interested in helping out.  We thank you in advance for your support in helping 

us promote literacy in our school! 

Gr 5-7 Ski Trip 
 

The Grade 5-7 Ski trip is booked for  
Thursday, March 4th, 2010. 

 
The information package will be available  
on-line January 6th, 2010 on the  
Physical Education website: 
evape.weebly.com 

The Canwest Spelling Bee school 
competition will be held on Thurs-
day, January 14th starting at 9:00 

in the gymnasiuim.   
All parents all welcome to attend. 


