School Ground Greening Project Update — April 2009

Winter is melting away and ‘Lake St. Avila’ is starting to expand on the school yard playground!
Hopefully this will be the last year teachers, parents and custodians will have to deal with wet boots,
wet socks, wet students and a mucky mess!

MARK YOUR CALENDARS (details below):

April 23&24 " School Ground Greening Project Display & Parent Input
May 1° Minister of Water Stewardship Funding Announcement at Ecole St. Avila
May 28", 29" & 30™ Spring Tree Planting Festival

You will recall in our February update, we started investigating drainage solutions to ensure we would
have a solid foundation for our School Ground Greening Project. While we have a very good ‘wish list’
of what we would like to do on the school grounds, we must start with at ‘ground level’ and deal with
the drainage — or lack thereof! Drainage improvement will be PHASE ONE of the School Ground
Greening Project. Following extensive meetings with school parent Derek Murray of Scatliff + Millar +
Murray Landscape Architects, we have developed a CONCEPTUAL plan to deal with drainage in a
sustainable, environmentally friendly and educational manor. As input is gathered from parents,
teachers, experts, etc. this conceptual plan will be refined into a detailed design.

Over the past few months, parent Janice Lukes ahs been
writing grant applications for the drainage project. For grant
writing purposes, we've titled Phase One as:

“Down the Drain” at Ecole St. Avila, a sustainable
approach to being flushed away.

As of March 25™, we are thrilled to confirm we have ﬁ@é
secured just over $63,700 to direct towards the drainage w@g
solution. We have more funding requests submitted and )

expect to increase this amount by the end of June.
The donations ‘IN-KIND’ total just over $24,000 with
Richmond Kings Community Centre, Seine Rat River and LaSalle Redboine Conservation District also
supporting this project.

We are also thrilled that parent Doug Little of Douglas Little Photography is donating IN-KIND support
AND has recently joined the School Ground Greening Committee. We welcome any parental support
and expertise you may have to offer (ie: carpentry, construction, skid steer / bobcat / construction,
etc.) Come to the Project Display and Parent Input session to find out ways in which you can help!

SCHOOL GROUND GREENING PROJECT DISPLAY & PARENT INP UT:

WHEN: Parent / Teachers Conference
Thurs. April 23 ™ 3:30 pm — 7:30 pm
Fri. April 24 ™ 8:30 am — 11:30 am
WHERE: Ecole St. Avila Gymnasium

We will have a display of the School Ground Greening Project in the gymnasium at the Parent /
Teacher Conferences on Thursday and Friday. A School Ground Greening Committee parent will be



in attendance to explain details and timelines of the overall project. We hope you will check out the
display and offer any input / insight you may have to this very exciting project.

FUNDING ANNOUNCEMENT — MINISTER OF WATER STEWARDSHI P:

WHEN: May 1%
TIME: 10:30 am
WHERE: Ecole St. Avila Gymnasium

Minister of Water Stewardship, Christine Melnick will be announcing
funding towards the ‘Down the Drain’ project at Ecole St. Avila.
Commencing at 10:30 am, a brief 15 minute presentation will occur in
the gymnasium followed by a school yard walk around with children
and media. You are invited to attend!

SPRING TREE PLANTING FESTIVAL:

We have secured just over $7,000 in funding to plant trees and shrubs on the school grounds. Our
goal is to have a 3 day tree planting festival ensuring all children, parents, family and community have
a chance to participate!

WHEN:  May 28™, 29" & 30™
On Thursday & Friday, students, teachers : g
and any parent volunteers who are i e
interested in helping will be planting trees ;
on the school grounds.
On Saturday, May 30" at 10:30 am, we
are hold a community tree planting where
again, students, parents, teachers AND
families and members of the community
will be able to assist in planting trees on
the school grounds.

REFRESHMENTS: Compliments of Marilyn Brick, MLA

DETAILS: Further details will be follow in newsletters and flyers.

VOLUNTEERS: If you are interested in helping with the tree planting festival, please contact
Mme.Denis (Idenis@pembinatrails.ca ) or Janice Lukes (jlukes@shaw.ca )

Previous update on next page



School Ground Greening Project Update — February 2 009

A sub committee of the Ecole St. Avila Home and School Association is the Greening Committee. The
Greening Committee consists of interested parents and teachers looking at ways to make our school
grounds more environmentally sound and user friendly - and is always open to more parent
volunteers! Contact Mme. Denis if you are interested in learning more.

The GOALS of the Greening Committee are:

To enhance curriculum programming

To Increase
safety
environmental awareness
educational opportunities
habitat for wildlife
shade protection against UV rays
engaging play & recreational
opportunities

sustainability

Last year, the Greening Committee installed planting beds on the north and west sides of the school
and removed old shrubs along the south side of the school. The committee also initiated an
investigation into potential ‘School Ground Greening’ projects.

School Ground Greening projects can involve many components. Taken literally, School Ground
Greening increases the vegetated areas (tree plantings, flower gardens, etc.) but the term ‘School
Ground Greening’ also address ways in which the school can reduce its environmental impact and
increase overall sustainability.

Teachers and students were asked to come up with a ‘wish list’ of things they would like to see in their
school yard. A sample of some of the ideas which were suggested:

Shaded structure - Butterfly / native plant gardens
Additional seating areas - Climbing rocks
Improved fitness trail with possible - Hills / berms to climb on

structures along route

Swings — small child age and up
More trees for shade areas

Upgraded asphalt / Basketball court
Mini Soccer Pitch

Improved drainage
Covered Sandbox




In January, to add some interest to the playground, the Greening Committee asked Richmond Kings
Community Centre if they could move snow to build a few low hills for the children to play on.

They agreed and the children are thoroughly enjoying these new found ‘ snow mountains’ on their
normally flat prairie playground!

Grade One art reflecting fun times on ‘snow mountains’

The Greening Committee is researching funding opportunities available for some of the projects on the
‘wish list’. Throughout these investigations and consultations, two key points became prominent in the
process:

1. Whatever is done on the school yard site, needs  to incorporate NATURE with PLAY and
provide ‘HANDS ON’ learning opportunities for the s tudents.

2. Ecole St. Avila playground area has a severe dra  inage issue.

Clearly, the drainage issue must be addressed before any development is done on the school yard.
Currently, we are investigating drainage, funding and partnership options. We've been fortune to
secure land drainage and school yard greening expertise from a parent at Scatliff + Millar + Murray
Landscape Architects.

Ecole St Avila Playground — drainage issues

Each month we will include a brief update in the school newsletter and post a more detailed update on
our school website. We hope to hold a presentation this spring to share the findings of our research
and proposed solutions.

If you are interested in further details, have some great ideas you would like to share, or would like to
become involved on the Greening Committee, please contact Mme. Denis.



