
 

  
Dear Parents/Guardians: 

 

Welcome to March!  February was another busy month here at Arthur A. Leach and it is hard to believe that 

Spring vacation is just around the corner. 

 

Congratulations go out to our Contemporary Band students who entertained students, staff and    parents on 

February 18th with a series of outstanding performances. Both the Concert Band and Jazz Band had 

wonderful experiences the past couple of weeks at the annual Optimist Festival receiving terrific feedback 

from the judges and adjudicators. We also had some fantastic school wide events for the annual “I Love to 

Read Month” this February organised by Mrs. Tosh McNeill in the library.  And a big thank you to Ms. 

Tonnelier, Ms. Elias and Mr. Ditter for the awesome Olympic intramurals and culminating school wide 

assembly to celebrate the closing of the Olympics. It was a great event that not only promoted school spirit 

but Canadian spirit as well! 

 

Please put the following date in your calendar:  March 11th.  On March 11th the staff and students of Arthur A. 

Leach are pleased to present our Open House .  Beginning in the gym at 7:00 p.m., we will present a 

brief overview of staff, programs and activities at Leach.  We will also be presenting the results of the 

Historica and Science Fair competitions.  Following the gym presentation, parents and students will be 

invited to tour the school to celebrate the learning and work of Arthur A. Leach students.  We invite all 

parents/guardians of current and incoming students to this informative session.  As well, community 

members wishing to witness the talents and achievements of our students are also welcome. Come join us 

to help celebrate our success, receive information and connect with the community by sharing coffee and 

cake during this fun filled evening. 

 

March will also see the end of basketball season with the league finals taking place the first week of March at 

multiple venues. Good luck to all of our teams as they push on towards the end of the season.  Thanks again 

to our volunteer coaches and parents that have helped with supervision and arranging rides to away games 

and tournaments. 

 

Registrations for next year’s Grade 7’s will go out to feeder schools on March 4th and to our own Grade 7’s 

and 8’s soon after.  All registrations are due back to the school by April 8th. 

  

Enjoy the Spring!  We are sure it is coming soon!  

 
Mr. Tony Carvey     Mr. Troy Calder 
Principal      Vice Principal 



 

The Great Library Link 
 
 

We had an action packed I Love to Read Month in February to promote literacy 
throughout our learning community. Between the mystery readers on Tuesday and 
Thursday mornings and the S.T.A.R.T reading program on Monday, Wednesday, and 
Friday  at 1:28 throughout the month, students, staff, and teachers had the opportunity 
each day to stop and all read together. A special thanks to Mr. Wall and Mr. Calder for 
making the mystery reader event happen. Our mystery readers included: Mr. Calder, 
Mr. Pizzi, Mr. Carvey, Mr. Paterson, a Grade 7 volunteer Sharooq, and Ms. De Groot. 
Ms. Myers’ band students Parisa, Shafagh, Kanzas, and Shelby also helped out by 
introducing the classical music that was played to signify the beginning of the 
S.T.A.R.T. program and to stimulate our reading brains.  

 

During the month of February we celebrated both reading and the Olympics. We created our own Canadian 
Author Team. Grade 9 student Tara C. and Ms. Bailey did a fabulous job with the front bulletin board 
presenting our Canadian Author Olympic team. We even projected some of the Olympic events from 
Vancouver in the library for the sports fans among us. Thank you to all the members of our Arthur A. Leach 
reading community who helped make this month a success. 
 
 
 

Literacy unlocks the door to learning throughout life, is essential to 
development and health, and opens the way for democratic 

participation and active citizenship. 
Kofi Annan 

Secretary General United Nations, 1997 – 2007 
 
 
 
The countdown is on for MYRCA (Manitoba Young Readers’ Choice Award) voting. Students who have read 
at least 3 books from the 2010 MYRCA list are invited to cast their vote on or before Wednesday,  April 14 at 
12:00 noon. Reminder to all students, each time you have finished reading a MYRCA 2010 book fill in a 
ballot and deposit it in the draw box in the library. You may be eligible to win a book prize. The following 
students have won so far: Hannah L., Yujin L., Pujan T., Caleigh Kl,  Ashfarul A., Maggie E., Atoosa J., Oren 
W., Ana G., Cassie F., Cassandra J., Precious P., Jenny W., Syster A., and Amanda S. 
 
We would like to remind  you to check out our library wiki at http://aallibrary.pbwiki.com. There are lots of 
educational web sites that support what your children are learning in the classroom. 
 
Read on! 
 
 

Tanus Tosh McNeill (Teacher-Librarian) 
Leah Sweetland (Library Technician)  



 

ARTHUR A. LEACH BAND ASSOCIATION  
 
The AALBA is offering “performance arts wear” – a choice of sweatshirts, sweatpants and t-shirts that 
students may purchase to promote the music program at A. A. Leach.  Information related to choices 
and sizes has been sent home with the students.  If the performing artist in your family would like to 
place an order, please send the form and payment to Ms. Myers. 
 
For sizing information, the following website is helpful: http://outletshirts.com.  Go to "sweats" and then 
click on the specific item of clothing.  Next, click on Gildan brand for each article.  The sizing chart is on 
the right side of the page. 
We meet on the third Thursday of each month at 7:30 p.m. in the band room.  You are welcome to 
attend any meeting that works in your schedule.  Our next meeting is March 18,  2010.   We hope to see 
you there! 

BAND NEWS—Ms. Myers  
 
Congratulations to the Grade 9 Concert Band and the Senior Jazz Band on their performances at the 
Optimist Clubs of Winnipeg International Band Festi val !  Both bands played very well and the 
students were excellent ambassadors for our school. 
 
On Friday, February 19th, the Vincent Massey Senior Jazz Band and their director, Mr. Kristjanson, 
came to AAL for the afternoon and worked with the students in our AAL Senior Jazz Band.  It was 
wonderful to see the Grade 12 students (some formerly from Leach) and the Grade 9 students making 
music together and helping each other.  Also, on March 22 at 11:00 am, the FRC Choir and Wind 
Ensemble will be here putting on a concert for our students in the gym. 
 
Listed below are important upcoming dates for students in band and jazz band.  Please take note and 
mark them in your calendars. Have a wonderful spring break, and keep practicing! 
 
 
March 9–10  PTSD Grade 8 Honour Band (select students) 
March 11  AAL Open House (Senior Jazz Band performs) 
March 24–25  Grade 7 Band trip to Camp Assiniboia (overnight) 
***If you are a parent/guardian who is able to assist with driving or chaperoning for the Camp 
Assiniboia trip, please contact Ms. Myers at the sc hool ASAP!  We need your help.  

 
April 13   Grade 7 Band at MBA Level One Band Festival 
   North Kildonan Mennonite Brethren Church, 3:00 pm 
April 16   Grade 8 Band at MBA Level One Band Festival 
   North Kildonan Mennonite Brethren Church, 2:40 pm  
May 27–29  Springfest Canada in Regina, SK (Grades 8 & 9) 
June 3   Final Concert (all) 

THANKS TO ALL THE STUDENTS for their support as we raised money for Haiti.  
Fundraisers included candy grams, art work and the dance.  Overall we raised a total of $1346.08.  Way 
to go Leach!! 



 

Do you love to sing? Would you love to sing with others who share your passion for choral music? 
Pembina Trails Voices, Pembina Trails School Division’s honour choirs program for talented choristers 
in K-12 invite you to consider auditioning for the 2010 – 2011 season. Audition packages will be 
available from your school office or your school’s music specialist April 5. For detailed information about 
PTV, check the website at http://www.pembinatrails.ca/program/pembinatrailsvoices. 

QUEBEC TRIP—Ms. Elias and Ms. Charles  
 
Our trip is only a couple of months away!  There will be a parent meeting on Thursday April 8th at 7 PM in 
the library.  Everything you need to know before we leave will be discussed.  Please contact Ms. Elias or 
Ms. Charles if you cannot attend.  

Vincent Massey Collegiate  will be celebrating its 50th Anniversary Reunion May 27-30, 2010. We are 
looking for over 12,000 alumni.  All alumni, former and current teachers are asked to submit your (and 
alumni siblings, kids or parents!) full contact information (last year attended, name, maiden, address, 
phone, and email) ASAP to masseys50th@hotmail.com or 832-5599 to receive Reunion news. Website 
www.vmc50threunion.ca 

Viscount Alexander Collegiate  high school alumni 1950-1960 will gather to reminisce on the evening 
of Friday May 28th, 2010 during Reunion Weekend. Please send your contact information to 
normandee1@shaw.ca or through the shared website www.vmc50threunion.ca  



Do you know about the Canada Disability Savings gra nt? 
 
The Registered Disability Savings Plan (RDSP) is a federally regulated registered savings plan that helps families with 
children who have a disability ensure long-term financial security. The grant could contribute $3 for every $1 parents 
invest if all criteria are met. For more information view the government’s website: http://www.cra-arc.gc.ca/tx/ndvdls/
sgmnts/dsblts/menu-eng.html 

ADVANTAGE TENNIS & SPORTS CAMP 
July & August - camp is available for half day 9:00 - 12:00 or full day 9:00 - 4:00 p.m. 
Session 1   July 5-16 
Session 2   July 19-30 
Session 3   Aug. 3-13 
Session 4   Aug. 16-27 
  
 Tiny Tots (ages 4-6) 
Session 1  July 12-16 
Session 2  July 26-30 
Session 3  Aug. 9-13 
Early drop and late pick up are available.  For more information call Marcie 489-1152 or msaifer@shaw.ca 

FASTPITCH SOFTBALL - MAKE IT YOUR GAME!!   PLAY or UMPIRE! 
Winnipeg Southwest Youth Softball League - 2010 Sea son 
 
Join the 450 players from ages 5 to 19 years old that play fastpitch softball in your area! 
Learn to Play (ages 5-7) and Mite (ages 8-10) categories are for both boys and girls. 
Squirt, PeeWee, Bantam and Midget categories are currently girls only. 
Registration takes place in early to mid-March at your local community club. Dates are on our website. 
The season runs from April to early July with 2 games per week and usually one practise each week. 
For more information on the league and how you can make softball a lifetime sport, 
see our league website at www.LeagueLineup.com/wswysa. 
 
For individuals that are 15 years and older, make excellent $$ by umpiring. 
Contact our website for more information on paid training and opportunities for you to make the calls! 
 
BE PART OF THE TEAM AND PLAY BALL! 

The Little Years Nursery School currently has space available in the 3-year old program.  The nursery school is 
located within three classrooms of Ralph Maybank Elementary School at 20 Donnelly Street in Fort Garry.   The two 
day/week program for 3 year olds runs on Tuesday and Thursday mornings or afternoons at a cost of $75/month.  The 
three day/week program for 4 year olds runs Monday, Wednesday, and Friday mornings or afternoons at a cost of 
$112/month.  Morning class times are from 8:50 am to 11:20 am and our afternoon class times are from 12:45 pm to 
3:15 pm.  Our programs run from September to June.  Please note that subsidies are available. 
 
 Our dedicated teachers and well equipped classrooms provide quality preschool education in a safe, fun, spacious, 
clean, and stimulating atmosphere.  All teachers have a minimum of Early Childhood Educator II accreditation.  Our 
Director is an Early Childhood Educator III, with a Bachelor of Education Degree.  Children participate in free play, 
printing practice, crafts, music and movement, learning circles, and story time.  A large school gymnasium is available 
which enhances our physical education program.  Each child brings their own healthy snack for snack time.  Please 
note that we are a nut free facility. 
 
For more information please contact Olga, director, at 489-0303 or at littleyearsschool@yahoo.ca or visit our website 
at www.littleyearsschool.com. 





Thursday, March 4, 2010 Optimist International Jazz Band Festival 

March 9—10, 2010 Pembina Trails Grade 8 Honour Band 

Thursday, March 11, 2010 AAL Open House 
Heritage Fair and Science Fair 

Tuesday, March 16, 2010 Evening—Tri Conferences 

Wednesday, March 17, 2010 A.M.—Gr. 9 Immunizations 

Thursday, March 18, 2010 Evening—Tri conferences 

Friday, March 19, 2010 NO CLASSES—Admin Day 

March 24—25, 2010 Grade 7 Camp Assiniboia Band Trip 

Monday, March 29—Friday, April 2, 2010 NO CLASSES—Spring Break 

  

Monday, April 5, 2010 CLASSES RESUME 

April 13—16, 2010 MBA Level One Band Festival (Grade 7 and  8) 

Monday, April 19, 2010 NO CLASSES—Admin Day 

Tuesday, April 20, 2010 Grade 9 Reports Home 

April 29—May 1, 2010 MBA Junior and Intermediate Provincial Honour 
Bands (by Audition) 

  

Friday, May 7, 2010 24 Hour Famine 

May 11—17, 2010 Quebec Trip 

Monday, May 24, 2010 NO CLASSES—Victoria Day 

May 27—29, 2010 Regina Springfest Band Trip (Grade 8 and 9) 

  

Thursday, June 3, 2010 Final Band Concert 

June 17—22, 2010 Exams 

Wednesday, June 23, 2010 NO CLASSES—Admin Day 

June 24—25, 2010 Life Skills 

Monday, June 28, 2010 a.m.—Gr. 7/8 Awards Day 
p.m.—Exam Review 

Tuesday, June 29, 2010 Grade 9 Awards / Farewell 

Wednesday, June 30, 2010 NO CLASSES—Admin Day— 
Last Day of School 



Mon  Tue  Wed Thu  Fri  

1—DAY 4 
 

2—DAY 5 
 

3—DAY 6 
 

4—DAY 1 
 
Optimist 
International Jazz 
Band Festival 
 

5—DAY 2 
 

8—DAY 3 
 
A.M.—Gr 7 Girls 
Badminton 
Lunch—Table 
Tennis Open 

9—DAY 4 
A.M—Gr. 7 Boys 
Badminton 
Lunch—Table 
Tennis Open 
5:15—Gr.8 
Badminton 
 
Pembina Trails 
Grade 8 Honour 
Band 

10—DAY 5 
A.M.—Gr. 7 
Basketball 
Lunch—Table 
Tennis Open 
3:30—Gr. 8 
Badminton 
 
Pembina Trails 
Grade 8 Honour 
Band 

11—DAY 6 
 
A.M.— Gr. 7 
Badminton 
Lunch—Table 
Tennis Open 
 
7:00 p.m.—AAL 
OPEN HOUSE 
Heritage Fair 

12—DAY 1 
 
A.M.—Gr. 9 
Badminton 
Lunch—Table 
Tennis Practice 
3:30—Gr. 9 
Badminton 

15—DAY 2 
 
A.M.—Gr. 7 Girls 
Badminton 
3:30—Gr. 8 
Badminton 

16—DAY 3 
 
A.M.—Gr. 7 Boys 
Badminton 
Lunch—Gr. 9 
Badminton 
 
Evening—Tri-
conferences 

17—DAY 4 
 
A.M.—Gr. 7 Girls 
Badminton 
A.M.—Gr. 9 
Immunization 
3:30 Table Tennis 
Practice 
5:15—Gr. 8 
Badminton 

18—DAY 5 
 
A..M.—Gr. 7 Boys 
Badminton 
Lunch—Gr. 7 
Badminton 
 
Evening—Tri-
conferences 

19—DAY 6 
 
 

NO CLASSES 
 

ADMIN DAY 

22—DAY 1 
A.M.—Gr. 7 Girls 
Badminton 
Lunch—Table 
Tennis practice 
3:30—Gr. 8 
Badminton 

23—DAY 2 
A.M.—Gr. 8 Boys 
Badminton 
3:30—Gr. 9 
Badminton 
5:15—Gr. 8 
Badminton 

24—DAY 3 
A.M.—Gr. 7 Girls 
Badminton 
3:30—Table Tennis 
practice 
5:15—Gr. 9 
Badminton 

25—DAY 4 
A.M.—Gr. 7 Boys 
Badminton 
3:30 Gr. 7 
Badminton 
5:15—Table Tennis 
practice 

26—DAY 5 
 
A.M.—Gr. 9 
Badminton 

29 30 31 APRIL 1 APRIL 2 

 

IF YOUR CHILD WILL BE ABSENT OR LATE FROM SCHOOL,  
PLEASE CALL 269-1674.  

 

Gr. 7 Camp Assiniboia Band Trip 


